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Sisman. Anxious to push their fortunes or seeking
a pretext for revolt, the brothers betook themselves
to the Greek headquarters and asked for commissions
in the army and a grant of lands on the Balkans.
Their petitions were refused, and John Asen received
for his importunity a slap on the cheek from the
highest official of the Court The affront was never
forgiven. Asen was a fiery adventurer, of the stuff
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of which revolutionary leaders are made. Eager for
revenge, he hastened home to Trnovo, and there the
two brothers called a public meeting in the Church
of St.- Demetrius, which they had founded. They
had no difficulty in working upon the feelings of the
people. The Greek Emperor, Isaac Angelus, in
order to defray the cost of his nuptials with the
daughter of the Hungarian king, had extorted the